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21C Commends Senate Introduction of the PATENT Act 

 
(Washington, DC) -- The Coalition for 21st Century Patent Reform (“21C”) today 
congratulated Chairman Grassley, Ranking Member Leahy, and Senators Cornyn and 
Schumer on the introduction of the Protecting American Talent and 
Entrepreneurship Act of 2015 (PATENT Act). 
 
“21C commends the bill’s sponsors and their staffs for their inclusion of provisions 
that will curtail patent litigation abuses without unduly undermining the ability of 
all patent owners to enforce their patents against infringers,” said Kevin Rhodes, 
Chairman of the 21C Coalition and Chief Intellectual Property Counsel of the 3M 
Company.  “In particular, the bill’s provisions on fee-shifting, fee recovery, early 
disclosures, motion-related discovery, pleadings and customer stays reflect 
welcome compromises to address the concerns of stakeholders while retaining their 
effectiveness to address abusive litigation practices that have no place in a properly-
functioning patent system. It represents a significant, thoughtful and constructive 
contribution to the patent reform effort and 21C supports these provisions.”  
 
In 21C’s view, any meaningful patent reform legislation must also include provisions 
designed to ensure that Inter Partes Review (“IPR”) and Post-Grant Review (“PGR”) 
proceedings are fair to both those who challenge patents as well as to those whose 
patents are challenged.  21C looks forward to working with the Committee to 
improve the PATENT Act’s provisions even further, and, in addition to retaining the 
BRI “fix” as set forth in the “Innovation Act,” H.R. 9, to add other important 
provisions to improve the fairness of the patent system for innovators and 
inventors.   
 
“Legislation is needed to require the PTO to use the same burdens and standards as 
are used in the courts, so that the validity of issued patents will not depend upon the 
forum in which they are challenged,” Rhodes continued, explaining: 
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Such legislation should ensure that PGR and IPR proceedings will be 
instituted, conducted and decided fairly and objectively, provide due process 
to all parties, and protect patent owners from duplicative, costly and 
unnecessary challenges.  Just as litigation abuses in our patent system need to 
be curbed, it is equally important to curb unfairness and abuses when patents 
are adjudicated in IPR and PGR proceedings rather than in courts.  

.     
“As the legislative process moves forward, 21C pledges to continue to work with 
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, their staff, and other stakeholders, and 
we look forward to lending our strong support for a bill that addresses both patent 
litigation and post-issuance proceedings in a comprehensive fashion,” Rhodes 
concluded.   
 
 

The Coalition for 21st Century Patent Reform has more than 40 members from 18 diverse 
industry sectors and includes many of the nation’s leading manufacturers and researchers.  
The coalition’s steering committee includes 3M, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Caterpillar, 
ExxonMobil, General Electric, Procter & Gamble, Johnson & Johnson, and Eli Lilly. For more 
information, visit http://www.patentsmatter.com. 
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